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BOY SCOUTS

Real troopers: Deaf Scouts
take on camp competition

B South Florida’s only deaf
Boy Scouts troop is competing
in its third Spring Camporese
challenge this weekend.

BY LALURA MORALES
limearalasE Mamidorald cam

The Boy snd Cub Scouts camp-
gites gt Carlos Arboleya Parle wers
erowded and noisy Saturday, with
packs of gabbing boys cooking and
tying hogs Lo with rops.

But it’s o o nt stocy 0T the
boys of Troop 726, These four
guys gab with their hands,

They are the smallest and qui-
gtest troop at this year's Spring
Campores, & weekendlong Scouts
competition, atb 7025 W, Flagler 5t

They can do nearky the
other boys do But they can't
or :

“We are the only dead troop in
South Florida,” Troop 726 Scout-
misier Peter Powell wrote in an
e=mafl. *Other troops have come
to respect and understand our
deafmess,”

The Scouts are spending the
weekend competing for honors in
fire building, outdoor cooking,
knot-tying and orienteering skills
{finding their way using n com-

1.

fratsisi
Pawrell, wha lost his hearing as
a baby and can manage some halt-

*TURK TOSCOUTS, 20

Troop 726 competes
silently at camp

=SCOUTE, FROH 18

ing speech, said the froop
won second place last year at
the owvernight camping event.
"The bovs went crazy, jump-
ing up and down. We did oot
expect it he said.

Powell waz a Boy Scout at
the Central Institute for the
Dicaf in 5t. Lowis, where he
was born. “It changed my
Life," he gaid, “1 wanted b
give something in refurn.”

His wife Alina, & Girl
Scoutmaster, suggested he
form an all-deaf troop and
mtrodueced him to Hosie
Moreno, whose 18-year-old
som, Daniel, was born deaf.
Morano serves 28 the proup's
interpreter, Together, Powell
and Moreno organized the
iroop in 2003,

Danis] sajd his fayorite
Campores challengs is build-
ing the wooden "gateway™ bo
their campsite, while Yictor
Maontlel, also 16, said he
enjoys preparing the food
and cooking it cutdoors,

Powell added that Seouwut-
Ing la a boon for a deal child
in a hearing world, with par-
ents afraid to let go and give
deafl kids some ireedom,
“They can get bored, which

could cause low sell-
esmeem,”
Just to be ahle to take part

in regular Seouting activities
15 a charmge for the boys, all
iCEOERETS Who arc SArting o
get interested in pirls, driv-
ing and future occupations.
When they get excited,
their hands fiy at breakneck
spead, their facial expres-
sloms changing at the same
pace while they nl:muth ihe
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QUNET TALK: Scoutrnaster Peter Powell, laft,
communicates in sign language to Kevin Trinicad, 16,
at Carles Arboleya Campgrounds Saturday,

words they're bying tosay.
Kevin ' Trinidad, 186,
whipped hands and fngers
to say: I like leamning to tie
all the differsnt kinds of
knota, and the fun we have
when we go camping.”
Carlos Nufiez, 14, the shy-
gst of the group, hides
behind his tent, but hefore
long joins his troopmates in
rehearsing a skit, where they
pretend. bo be sky divers
jumping from 8 plane. He
even cracks a few Smiles.
The troop is now leoking
to raise funds, maybe find a
sponsor, which will help
them make i to their naxi
gvent, 2 weeklong hike in the
wilds of New Mexico
“Wa're 30 small and new,
we don't get the kinds of

sponsorships the bigger
froops get,” Moreno said,

Indeed, some of the othoer,
older groups, which, are
mch larger than Troop 726,
hawe trailers emblazoned
with the names of sponsor-
ing churches.

“We'll figuire it ot $ome-
how," Morsno said =5 the
bevws san aff to present their
skit to the Scouts judges.

Powell zaid he and the
boys accept thomselyes as
they are and have no prob-
lem with it “Elizabeth
Kiibler-Ross [author of the
landmark book On Death and
Dying] said it bast, Learn to
getin touch with [he silenss
within yourself and know
that everything in this life
has a purpose.”



